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	 On	 July	 15,	 long-time	 Belmont	
County	Board	CEO/Superintendent	
Monty	 Kerr	 took	 his	 service	
to	individuals	with	disabilities	
to	 the	 next	 level	 when	 he	
joined	 the	 Ohio	 Department	
of	Developmental	Disabilities	
(DODD)	as	Deputy	Director	
of	 Policy	 and	 Strategic	
Direction.	 This	 was	 a	 logical	
step	 for	 a	 man	 whose	 career	
has	 spanned	 36	 years	 serving	
people	 with	 disabilities	 and	 whose	
vision	for	their	success	 is	as	sharp	as	
ever.	

Check us out on the web! www.bcbdd.org

	 Mr.	Kerr’s	long	career	of	service	at	
the	 county	 level	 began	 in	 Champ-

aign	 County	 in	 1974.	 He	
served	 at	 the	 helm	 of	 the	
Belmont	 County	 Board	
since	1988	and	also	served	as	
superintendent	 of	 the	 Noble	
and	Harrison	County	Boards	
of	 Developmental	 Dis-
abilities.	He	led	the	Belmont	
County	 Board	 through	 an	
organizational	 restructuring	

in	2007	in	which	the	Board	adopted	
self-determination,	 a	 philosophy	
designed	 to	 give	 people	 with	 dis-

abilities	 more	 choice	 and	 control	
over	 resources	 spent	on	 their	behalf.	
This	action	created	financial	 stability	
for	the	Board	and	enabled	it	to	serve	
additional	people	despite	decreases	in	
funding.	
	 Mr.	Kerr	also	developed	the	BHN	
Alliance,	 the	 collaboration	 among	
the	 three	 county	 boards	 he	 headed	
that	 created	 efficiencies	 through	 the	
sharing	 of	 certain	 administrative	
functions.
	 Lisa	 Butler,	 who	 was	 Mr.	 Kerr’s	
assistant	for	16	years,	said	it	is	difficult	

“His 
progressive 
thinking and 

advanced 
planning 

built a solid 
foundation 
for Belmont 

County.”

These youngsters know that it takes courage to step out and do something new and that was their 
message to outgoing Superintendent Monty Kerr. These 2011 preschool graduates presented this photo 
to Mr. Kerr at their graduation. All of them are off on a new adventure - they to kindergarten and Mr. Kerr 

to the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities.



	 Luke	Wiater	and	Michael	Bevan	went	
through	 a	 rite	 of	 passage	 when	 they	
graduated	 from	 the	 School	 of	 Hope	 on	
May	20th	in	front	of	their	family,	friends,	
faculty	and	staff.
	 Annette	 Wiater,	 the	 proud	 mother	 of	
Luke	and	member	of	the	BCBDD	Board	
of	 Directors,	 delivered	 the	 graduation	
address.	In	it,	she	celebrated	the	graduates’	
successes	and	talked	about	the	possibilities	
that	exist	 for	 them	and	all	children	with	
disabilities.	
	 Mrs.	Wiater	 said	 that	when	Luke	was	
diagnosed	with	autism	at	the	age	of	two,	
the	 diagnosis	 was	 very	 difficult	 because	
the	disability	was	relatively	new.
	 “The	doctor	said	no	one	has	a	crystal	ball	
as	to	what	the	future	holds,”	she	remarked,	
adding	that	she	found	that	to	be	true.	
	 She	 went	 on	 to	 say,	 “What does any 
parent want for their child?  I believe parents 
want their child to be happy, well-adjusted, 
and successful.  Success in many cases cannot 
be measured in dollars and cents or college 
degrees.  I believe our graduates are happy.  
They both have given their parents, families, 
and the community much joy and happiness.  
They both seem adjusted to what they feel is 
important in life. Who are we to say what 
is really important to each person?  Both 
Michael and Luke are successful in many 
activities that they perform each day.  I know 

Two Graduate from School of Hope in 2011

Michael likes his movies and DVD’s and is 
very proficient at discussing them with people 
around him. Luke can brighten up our day 
with a smile or a hand clap.
 “Yes, there is still stress in our lives, but 
there is also a lot of love, patience, joy, 
and acceptance that we might not have 
experienced if we were not blessed with a 
child who sees life in a different way.”
	 Mrs.	 Wiater	 closed	 by	 thanking	 the	

Preschoolers “Blast Off” 
into the Future

“extremely	dedicated	and	patient”	faculty	
and	staff	at	 the	School	of	Hope	and	the	
Board	 of	 Developmental	 Disabilities.	
She	 also	 expressed	 her	 gratitude	 for	 the	
various	options	that	exist	 for	adults	with	
disabilities	 in	 Belmont	 County,	 naming	
Belco	Works	and	Tomorrow’s	Corner.
	 “I	believe	Belmont	County	is	continually	
striving	to	improve	the	lives	of	the	people	
they	serve	and	to	center	on	the	person	and	
not	the	disability,”	she	said.

	 Little		Megan	Coffman	accepts	a	congratulatory	
handshake	 and	 her	 diploma	 from	 Belmont	 County	
Board	 Superintendent	 Monty	 Kerr	 at	 preschool	
graduation	ceremonies	held	at	the	School	of	Hope	on	
May	 20th.	 “Blast	 Off’	 was	 the	 graduation	 theme.	
Megan	 and	 her	 fellow	 graduates	 said	 goodbye	 to	
their	 teacher,	 Bronte	 Showalter,	 and	 other	 faculty	
and	staff	that	day.

Luke	Wiater	(left)	and	Michael	Bevan	congratulate	one	another	on	their	graduation	
from	the	School	of	Hope.	This	photo	was	taken	at	the	reception	following	ceremonies	
held	in	the	school	gymnasium.
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	 Despite	 torrential	 downpours,	 Belco	
Works’	Fourth	Annual	Shred to Save event	
was	 a	 success,	 due	 in	 large	 part	 to	 the	
volunteers	and	customers	who	supported	
environmental	 conservation	 by	 recycling	
their	 unwanted	 papers	 and	 documents.	
Nearly	4,000	pounds	of	documents	were	
dropped	 off	 at	 the	 mobile	 Document	
Destruction	unit	parked	at	Riesbeck’s	 in	
St.	Clairsville	on	April	16th.	
	 Shred to Save	 is	always	held	each	April	
to	coincide	with	Arbor	Day.
	 Workers	 with	 and	 without	 disabilities	
worked	alongside	one	another	at	the	event,	
demonstrating	the	positive	impact	people	
with	disabilities	make	in	their	community.	
One	 hundred	 percent	 of	 the	 shredded	
documents	 are	 recycled,	 an	 activity	
that	 saves	 trees	 and	 the	 environment	 by	
keeping	paper	out	of	landfills.
	 Shred to Save	 is	 made	 possible	 every	
year	by	the	support	and	generosity	of	 its	
sponsors.	The	2011	sponsors	were:
	 JB	Green	Team,	Belmont	County	Board	
of	DD,	Belmont	Senior	Services,	Froggy,	
Bridgeport	 Equipment	 and	 Sales,	 AVI	
Foodsystems,	Eastern	States,	Riesbeck’s,	
Belmont	 Soil	 and	 Water	 Conservation,	
Paramount	 Support	 Services,	 Best	
Business	 Strategies,	 Ohio	 University	
Eastern,	 St.	 Clairsville	 Sunrise	 Rotary,	
Liberty	 Distributors,	 Homer-Laughlin	
China,	 All	 State-Joyce	 Lunsford,		
St.	Clairsville	Noon	Rotary,	Sew	Biz	and	
Thomas	Chrysler	Jeep	Dodge.

Shred to Save 2011 a Rainy Day Success

The	rain	was	relentless,	but	that	didn’t	stop	organizers	and	supporters	of	Shred	to	
Save	 from	 their	 mission	 to	 save	 the	 environment	 and	 demonstrate	 what	 people	
with	disabilities	can	do.	Pictured	under	the	tent	with	JB	Green	Team	Executive	
Director	Jack	Cera	(far	right)	are,	from	left:	 	Mary	Lou,	Donna,	Sherri,	and	the	
Froggy	103.5	frog.

Even	 Tina,	 who	 oversees	 the	 shredding	 operation	 inside	 the	
mobile	document	destruction	unit,	had	to	don	rain	gear	for	the	
2011	Shred	to	Save	community	event.

	 Too	 much	 sun	 can	 cause	 sunburn,	
dehydration	 and	 sun/heat	 stroke.	 All	 of	
these	 are	 preventable	 with	 a	 little	 care	 and	
understanding.	 It’s	 important	 to	 exercise	
caution	to	avoid	overexposure	to	the	ultraviolet	rays	of	the	sun.	
Avoid	being	outside	between	the	hours	of	10	a.m.	and	4	p.m.	and	
use	a	sun	block	with	a	SPF	of	15	or	more.	Drink	lots	of	fluids	
and	wear	a	loose	hat,	sunglasses	and	muted	colors	if	you	must	be	
outside.
	 For	information	on	the	prevention	and	treatment	of	sunburn,	
dehydration	 and	 sun/heat	 stroke,	 log	 onto	 the	 DODD	
website	at	www.odmrdd.state.oh.us	and	click	on	the	
Health	and	Safety	Alerts	tab.

Keeping Safe in Summer



Thanks	to	Molly	Sue	Rouse	for	capturing	all	the	
action	and	sharing	it	with	us.
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	 	 	 Aiden	 Barath,	 the	 son	 of	 Carrie	 and	
Dean	 Barath	 of	 Bridgeport,	 received	
the	 2011	 Exceptional	 Student	 Award	
for	 the	 School	 of	 Hope	 and	 was	 one	 of	
10	 students	 recognized	 at	 the	 Belmont	
County	 Exceptional	 Student	 Awards	
Program	 on	 May	 11th	 at	 the	 Belmont	
Career	Center.
	 Aiden	 was	 nominated	 in	 the	 category	
of	Inspiration	by	his	aquatics’	instructors,	
Chris	 Lubic	 and	 Tina	 Hall.	 	 In	 their	
nomination,	 Chris	 and	 Tina	 had	 this	 to	
say	about	Aiden:
	 Aiden is just a preschooler, yet his zest 
for learning and kind heart have inspired 
everyone around him. Aiden knew at an early 
age that he could not do many of the physical 
activities his peers could, yet he was positive 
and happy to be in school. In the last two years, 
Aiden has overcome his fears and developed a 
sense of confidence. He has achieved and even 
excelled at his goals. In fact, he can be fearless 
and his enthusiasm makes him a joy to teach 
and an inspiration to all.  Aiden is kind and 
is always thinking of others, which is most 
impressive in someone of such a young age.
	 The	 Exceptional	 Student	 Awards	
are	 sponsored	 by	 the	 Belmont	 County	
Special	 Education	 Advisory	 Committee.	
The	 other	 2011	 honorees	 were:	 Zach	
Herink,	 Bridgeport;	 Samantha	 Shields,	

Aiden	is	surrounded	by	some	of	the	people	who	grew	to	know	and	love	him	during	
his	years	at	the	School	of	Hope.	Pictured,	from	left	are:	Chris	and	Maureen	Lubic,	
Bronte	Showalter,	and	Tina	Hall.	Chris	and	Tina	were	his	aquatics’	instructors,	
Bronte	was	his	teacher,	and	Maureen	was	an	assistant	in	his	classroom	before	her	
retirement	last	year.

Aiden is School of Hope’s 2011 Exceptional Student

Shadyside;	Codey	Wilson,	Union	Local;	
Heidi	 Graham,	 Martins	 Ferry;	 Josh	
Steward,	Barnesville;	Grant	Pritchard,	St.	
Clairsville;	 Lena	 Baier,	 Belmont	 Career	
Center;	 A.J.	 Wells,	 Belmont	 County	

Belmont Says Goodbye...Continued	from	page	1

Alternative	Program;	and	Joshua	Tolliver,	
Bellaire.	
	 Guest	 speaker	 was	 retired	 educator,	
Charlotte	Creamer,	who	taught	children	
with	disabilities	for	31	years.	

to	say	goodbye.
	 “It	is	very	hard	to	say	farewell	to	someone	who	has	provided	so	much	guidance	and	support	through	the	years	and	who	
has	always	appreciated	our	efforts,”	Lisa	said.	She	called	him	“a	leader	in	the	true	sense	of	the	word”	and	added,	“I	have	
nothing	but	respect	and	admiration	for	Mr.	Kerr.”
	 Jay	Rodak,	president	of	the	Belmont	County	Board,	noted	that	he	led	by	example	through	his	dedication	to	employees	
and	compassion	for	those	he	served.	
	 “Monty’s	progressive	thinking	and	advanced	planning	built	a	solid	foundation	for	Belmont	County	and	developed	the	
three	county	BHN	Alliance	that	will	be	used	as	a	model	statewide	to	insuring	quality	services	to	people	with	disabilities	
through	efficiency	and	innovation,”	Jay	said.	
	 Mr.	Kerr’s	 success	 leading	the	Belmont,	Harrison	and	Noble	County	Boards	was	recognized	when	he	received	the	
Kenneth	 Legats	 Award	 for	 visionary	 leadership	 in	 administration	 from	 the	 Ohio	 Association	 of	 County	 Boards	 in	
2009.	
	 The	legacy	Mr.	Kerr	left	behind	is	one	of	respect	of	people	with	disabilities	and	a	challenge	to	continue	the	work	he	
started	to	make	sure	the	people	we	serve	are	given	opportunities	to	create	lives	of	purpose	and	meaning	in	the	
community.
	 Good	luck,	Mr.	Kerr.	We	will	miss	you.



	 Autism	 impacts	 a	 person’s	 comm-
unication	and	socialization	skills	and	that	
presents	 unique	 challenges,	 especially	
to	 those	 who	 may	 not	 understand	 its	
common	 characteristics.	 That	 is	 why	
having	 the	 ability	 to	 recognize	 autism	 is	
critically	 important,	 especially	 for	 law	
enforcement	officers	and	first	responders.	
That	 is	 also	 why	 PACE	 (Parents	 for	
Autism	Community	Education)	brought	
nationally-recognized	 autism	 specialist,	
Dennis	 Debbaudt,	 to	 the	 Ohio	 Valley	
for	 three	 seminars	 at	 Wheeling	 Jesuit	
University	in	March.
	 Debbaudt	is	a	professional	investigator,	
law	 enforcement	 trainer	 and	 founder	 of	
Autism	 Risk	 and	 Safety	 Management.	
He	is	also	the	parent	of	a	son	with	autism.		
The	all-day	training	he	presented	for	police	
officers,	 firemen	 and	 EMTs	 provided	
strategies	 on	 how	 they	 can	 effectively	
interact	 with	 people	 with	 autism.	 He	
presented	two	other	seminars	for	parents,	
educators	 and	other	 interested	parties	 as	
well.
	 The	 Belmont	 County	 Board	 of	
Developmental	Disabilities	and	Wheeling	

Jesuit	University	joined	PACE	in	
this	effort.
	 	 	 Dennis	 and	 Mary	 Jo	 Delbert	

Autism Expert Visits Ohio Valley

of	 Bellaire	 founded	 PACE	 to	 create	
awareness	 and	 understanding	 of	 autism	
through	 seminars	 and	 other	 educational	

Summer Camp at Tomorrow’s Corner

Autism	 expert	 Dennis	 Debbaudt	 (second	 from	 right)	 had	 an	 impact	 -	 a	 strong,	
immediate	impression—	on	those	who	attended	the	Autism	Recognition	and	Response	
training,	hosted	by	PACE	at	Wheeling	Jesuit	University	this	spring.	PACE	Board	
members	and	representatives	of	law	enforcement	are	pictured	with	Debbaudt	in	front	
of	a	poster	on	which	the	word	“impact”	 is	defined.	Pictured,	 from	left,	are:	Melissa	
Reinbold,	 PACE	 Board	 member;	 Dennis	 and	 Mary	 Jo	 Delbert,	 PACE	 founders;	
Debbaudt,	 and	 Ailsa	 Vogelsang,	 EMS/Fire	 Coordinator	 at	 Belmont	 Technical	
College.

opportunities.	For	more	information,	call	
740-676-5264	or	email	mjd582@att.net

	 Summer	Camp	at	Tomorrow’s	Corner	rocked	this	summer	
as	one	fun	project	turned	campers	into	artists	and	ordinary	
rocks	 into	 animals.	 Ryan,	 Tessa	 and	 Thomas,	 pictured	 at	
left,	applied	seashells	and	other	objects	to	ordinary	rocks	to	
turn	them		into	a	turtle,	hedgehog,	ladybug	and	a	fish.	The	
youth	 were	 assisted	 by	 summer	 camp	 facilitators,	 Christa	
Truchan	and	Janie	Strain	from	St.	Clairsville	Schools.
	 The	four-day	camp	was	held	June	20-23.	All	the	campers	
fished,	 played	 games,	 and	 made	 tote	 bags,	 visors,	 and	
scrapbooks.	 They	 also	 enjoyed	 some	 continued	 learning	
activities.
	 Tomorrow’s	 Corner	 is	 a	 day	 service	 provider	 located	 in	
the	 Fox-Commerce	 Park,	 St.	 Clairsville.	 For	 information	
on	the	services	it	provides,	call	740-695-1110.
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	 Transportation	 services	 provided	 by	
Belco	 Works	 for	 adults	 it	 serves	 who	
work	 at	 jobs	 in	 the	 community	have	been	
enhanced,	thanks	to	a	grant	from	the	Ohio	
Department	of	Transportation.

	 The	 New	 Freedom	 Program	 grant	 has	
enabled	 Belco	 Works	 to	 purchase	 a	 2010	
Dodge	 van,	 modified	 for	 people	 who	 use	
wheelchairs.	The	grant	funded	80	percent	of	
the	vehicle	cost	of	almost	$26,000,	as	well	
as	 50	 percent	 of	 operating	 costs.	 The	 van	
can	carry	up	to	five	passengers	to	their	jobs	
or	other	employment-related	activities.	

	 Anne	 Haning,	 Executive	 Director	 at	
Belco	 Works,	 said	 the	 new	 addition	 will	
help	them	expand	transportation	services	to	
adults	with	disabilities.
	 “This	 vehicle	 removes	 another	 barrier	
-	 often	 the	 biggest	 barrier	 to	 employment	
-	 and	 enables	 those	 capable	 individuals	 to		
be	 employed	 throughout	 their	 comm-
unities	 because	 on-demand	 transportation	
services	are	now	available,”	Haning	said.
	 Haning	noted	that	having	transportation	
services	available	at	all	times	accommodates	
the	needs	of	employers	and	the	flexible	work	
schedules	they	may	require	of	employees.

Cissy	and	Jodie	admire	the	van	Belco	Works	acquired	through	an	ODOT	grant	designed	to	
provide	transportation	services	for	adults	with	disabilities	who	work	in	the	community.

Belco Works Expands 
Transportation Services
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	 Rep.	Lou	Gentile	(D-Steubenville)	
shown	at	right	took	time	out	of	his	
busy	schedule	in	March	to	visit	the	

Belmont	County	Board	and	speak	with	
CEO/Superintendent	Monty	Kerr	

about	the	things	that	matter	the	most	to	
people	with	developmental	disabilities.	

The	discussion	centered	around	the	
increasing	needs	of	those	we	serve	and	

the	cost-saving	measures	the	Board	has	
taken	to	preserve	funding	to	meet	those	

needs	in	the	future.

Rep. Lou Gentile Visits


